
 

Health sector leadership in mitigating climate change: Experience from the UK
and NSW

   
   
   
Abstract:

The threat to human health from climate change means that all levels of government and private and public
agencies will need to change their current practices to reduce carbon emissions. The health sector will also
need to respond and change practice. The National Health Service in the United Kingdom is developing a
systematic and strategic approach to reduce its carbon footprint, as described in the recently released NHS
Carbon Reduction Strategy for England. The work is being led by the Service's new Sustainable
Development Unit. While the Australian health care system has not yet embraced a shared vision for
carbon reduction, there are examples emerging of how the sector is contributing to reduce greenhouse gas
production. Examples from two NSW area health services to reduce energy use and promote active
transport are presented. In both countries, these changes are supported by new legislation and policy.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1071/nb09044   

Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Air Pollution, Temperature, Unspecified Exposure

Temperature: Fluctuations

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Australasia

Health Co-Benefit/Co–Harm (Adaption/Mitigation):  

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases 
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greenhouse gases 

A focus of content

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 General Health Impact

Medical Community Engagement:  

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Mitigation

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Policy/Opinion

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Page 2 of 2

Climate Change and Human Health Literature Portal

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?


